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SECTION 31 1000 – SITE CLEARING 

PART 1 - GENERAL 

1.1 RELATED DOCUMENTS 

A. Drawings and general provisions of the Contract, including General and Supplementary 
Conditions and Division 01 Specification sections, apply to this section. 

B. Comply with most current edition of the Northwestern University Design Standards. 

1.2 SUMMARY 

A. Provide all labor, materials and equipment as necessary to complete all work as indicated on 
the Drawings and specified herein. 

B. This Section includes : 

1. Protecting existing vegetation to remain. 
2. Removing existing vegetation. 
3. Clearing and grubbing. 
4. Stripping and stockpiling topsoil. 
5. Removing above and below grade site improvements. 
6. Disconnecting, capping or sealing, and removing site utilities and/or abandoning site 

utilities in place. 
7. Temporary erosion and sedimentation control measures. 

C. Related sections include the following: 

1. Division 31 Section “Earth Moving.” 

1.3 DEFINITIONS 

A. Subsoil:  All soil beneath the topsoil layer of the soil profile, and typified by the lack of organic 
matter and soil organisms. 

B. Surface Soil:  Soil that is present at the top layer of the existing soil profile at the Project site.  In 
undisturbed areas, the surface soil is typically topsoil; but in disturbed areas such as urban 
environments, the surface soil can be subsoil. 

C. Topsoil:  Friable clay loam surface soil containing 2.5% to 12% organic matter.  Topsoil shall be 
free of subsoil, clay lumps, stones, rocks, weeds, roots, construction debris, and other 
unsuitable materials as determined and approved by the Project Representative. 

D. Vegetation:  Trees, shrubs, groundcovers, grass, and other plants. 
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B. Inspect, maintain, and repair erosion and sedimentation-control measures during construction 
until permanent vegetation has been established. 

C. Remove erosion and sedimentation controls and restore and stabilize areas disturbed during 
removal. 

3.3 EXISTING UTILITIES 

A. Locate, identify, disconnect, and seal or cap utilities indicated to be removed. 

1. Arrange with utility companies to shut off indicated utilities. 

B. Locate, identify, and disconnect utilities indicated to be abandoned in place. 

C. 
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1. Remove subsoil and nonsoil materials from topsoil, including clay lumps, gravel, and 
other objects more than 2 inches in diameter; trash, debris, weeds, roots, and other 
waste materials. 

2. Inspection of topsoil by Grounds Manager and/or Landscape Architect is required. 

C. Stripping and stockpiling topsoil shall be done under reasonably dry conditions.  Stripping and 
stockpiling under wet conditions will not be allowed. 

D. Contractor shall strip available topsoil to its full depth from within the Contract limits, excluding 
areas in close proximity to trees designated to remain, unless otherwise specified or directed by 
the Project Representative. 

E. Contractor shall stockpile topsoil in a storage pile in an area shown on the Drawings or as 
directed by the Project Representative. Storage pile shall be shaped to freely drain surface 
water during and after stockpiling operations.  Excess topsoil shall be hauled by the Contractor 
and stockpiled on the Owner’s property as directed by the Project Representative. The stockpile 
shall be protected from soil and sediment erosion as required elsewhere in these Specifications. 

F. Contractor shall limit height of topsoil stockpiles to 72 inches. 

G. Contractor shall not stockpile topsoil within the dripline of trees to remain. 

3.6 SITE IMPROVEMENTS 

A. Remove existing above- and below-grade improvements as indicated and necessary to facilitate 
new construction. 

B. Remove slabs, paving, curbs, gutters, and aggregate base as indicated. 

1. Unless existing full-depth joints coincide with line of demolition, neatly saw-cut along line 
of existing pavement to remain before removing adjacent existing pavement.  Saw-cut 
faces vertically. 

2. Paint cut ends of steel reinforcement in concrete to remain with two coats of antirust 
coating, following coating manufacturer's written instructions.  Keep paint off surfaces 
that will remain exposed. 

3.7 DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS AND WASTE MATERIALS 

A. Remove surplus soil material, unsuitable topsoil, obstructions, demolished materials, and waste 
materials including trash and debris, and legally dispose of them off Owner's property. 

END OF SECTION 31 1000 


